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SHARED STORIES LAB
Current Students: Paris Boddie, Emily Arnold, Amy Mallory, and Kacey Bates

SHARED STORIES LAB MISSION

Shared Stories Lab students are invited to lead a campus-wide oral
history project. They gain hands-on experience in active listening,
project development, communication, and inquiry-based thinking.

WHY ORAL HISTORY?
Oral History captures the
stories of individuals and
communities. These stories
are grounded in time and
place to show
the complexity of our
experiences.

Figure 1: Part of the Shared Stories Lab
team shares a laugh during class

WHY JOIN SHARED STORIES LAB?

We understand events
better through story. We
understand each other
better through story. Shared
Stories Lab creates a
platform and a space for this
storywork on campus.
Figure 2: Digital storytelling collage of a path to Boise State. Fall 2020,
students in Shared Stories Lab imagined and piloted ways to make the
project adaptable given COVID-19.

WHAT WE HAVE ACCOMPLISHED?
During Fall 2019 through Fall 2020, our students worked to create an Open
Educational Resource comprised of campus oral histories. In this oral history
collection, student researchers conducted the interviews. They managed the
equipment, asked the questions, and designed the digital book. This collection
is the result of their work.
Students created the interview process guided by two questions for Boise
State University community members:
● Will you describe your path to where you are now?
● What would you want current students to know about your experiences on
campus?
Student interviewers practiced active listening techniques before interviewing,
so that interviewees would be empowered to share what they wanted to share
and to protect those stories not meant for the public. Interviewees also chose
the medium. Some chose to share written accounts, while others chose audio
format. Some of the narratives submitted were written by ﬁrst-year students,
while others by alumni with extensive writing backgrounds. These audio and
written narratives will also be archived in the Special Collection and Archives at
Albertsons Library, Boise State University.
The collection can be found through PressBooks:
https://boisestate.pressbooks.pub/sharedstories/front-matter/introduction/
Figure 3: Shared Stories Lab OER cover.

Our goal is to collect and share stories of
Boise State University and the local
community, with the goal of developing
adaptable, ethical models of narrative
collection that create greater
understanding and empathy.

"Shared Stories Lab provided me
with both foundational and
innovative skills and insights for
telling student stories. I was able
to sit with a university hiring
committee and communicate
the value of student stories and
my value as a storyteller—and
I got the job."
-Pamela Craig
Opportunities include:
● Conducting interviews
● Grant writing
● Collage/media-based story
collection
● Blog writing
● Implementing a social media
campaign

Learn more at:
www.boisestate.edu/sharedstorieslab/

